FBI Here Recruits Youth, 
Stolen 'Files' Disclose 



By KITSI BURKHART 
and PAUL F, LEVY 
Of The Bulletin Staff 

The Philadelphia office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation recruited youthful in- 
formants for payments that 
could exceed $300 a month to 
spy on New Left groups, ac- 
cording to one of the purport- 
ed documents taken during a 
raid on the FBI office in Media. 

The informants, part time 
. and full time, were to be 18 to 
21 and to be part of an increas- 
ing surveillance of New Left 
^ groups. 

. “We have been blocked off 
I from this critical age group in 
. the past,’* the document said. 

[ “Let us take advantage of 
this opportunity.” 

^ • Purported copies of the FBt 

documents have been mailed 
\ to several congressmen and 
/ newspapers In recent days. 

The Justice Department has 
/ confirmed that documents re- 
ceived by the Washington Post 
this week were copies of 
some of those taken in the 
Media burglary March 6. 

Mailed to The Bulletin 
I A group called the “Citizens* 

» Commission to Investigate the 
. FBI** has claimed credit for'; 
i the burglai^ of an estimated ‘ 
1,000 documents and files. 

* Copies of some of the docu- 
ments and files were mailed to ' 
The Bulletin yesterday by a 
Cambridge, Mass., based or- 
ganization, Resist, which was 
formed four years ago to pro- 
. mote draft re.sistance unions. 

‘ Resist said it received the 
information anonymously and 
is distributing it to show that 
the surveillance done by the 
FBI and the information it 
gathers “constitutes a basic 
violation of the civil rights of 
both individuals and groups 
working for a social change.” 
Agent Won’t Comment 
Arnong the copies was 
the first edition of a on^page 
newsletter called *‘Ncw Left 
Notes,” dated Sept 16. 1970. 
and scheduled to be published 
at “irregular intervals ... as 
ne^ed to keep those persons 



dealing with New Uft prob- 
iems up to date in an infer- 
mal way.” 

It was signed by J. 
O’Connor. 

Special Agent James 
O’Connor, attached to the 
New Left desk at the local ’ 
FBI office, refused to discuss 
it. 

*'I have no comment in that 
regard.” he said. 

In addition to the “New Left 
Nptes,** the copies mailed 
to The Bulletin also contained / 
a request for surveillance on ^ 
a local professor, a copy of a 
letter sent to the Soviet Em- 
bassy by a Midwest professor *. 
who wanted to visit Moscow i 
with a troop of senior Boy ' 
Scouts and reports by an area r 
police chief to the FBI on a j 
meeting with college officials 2 
from suburban Philadelphia. 

Code Word for Informers ‘ 

The “New Left Notes” dis- ) 
cusses the nec^ not only for 
Continued on Page 32. Col, 4 
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Continued From First Page 

young informants, and what 
they can be paid, but this 
summary of a recent meeting 
; by law enforcement officials 
t on the New Left, the general 
i heading for antiwar, draft re- 
'* sistance, militant black and 
' Socialist groups. 

• “There’ was a pretty gener* 
al consensus that more inter- 

• views with these subjects and 
' hangers-on are in order for 

plenty of reasons, chief of 

• which are it will enhance the 
paranoia endemic in these cir- 

r cles and will further serve to 

• get the point across there is 
’ an FBI agent behind every 

• mailbox. 

.r “In addition, some will be 
^overcome by the over- 
whelming personalities of the 
contacting agent and volun- 
teer to tell all — perhaps on a 
continuing basis.” 

The informants were to be 
known as rei’s, for part 
timers, and Si’s, for full time 
informants. 

Teen-Agers *Okayed* 

According to the newsletter, 

, ! 



the use of informants under 21 i 
was previously barred, but f 
“the director has okayed*' it, ^ 
.The director of the FBI is J. 
Edgar Hoover. 

As for payments, the news- ^ 
letter discusses which FBI de- J 
- partment the vouchers should !' 
be routed through, with sepa- 
rate routings for payments of ’ 
less than $300 a month an(T j 
more than $300 a month. 

It added: ' { 

“Note: If an informant is to f 
. travel outside our division and 
we initially go in and request 
expense payment of less than ’ 

; $300, it can be handled simply 
J while the services payment | 

* can be requested later based 
• on what he has produced.*' , ^ 

\ i ' The file on the suburban po- 
^ lice chief includes the first I;' 
> V page of a report on the letter- 
head of the Swarthmore Po- * 

' lice Department on a student 
protest at Swarthmore Col- ; / 
lege. . 

Caught by Surprise » 

/ Police* Chief WiUiam G. 

*■ Weidner declined to comment 1 
on the report, or any ques; 
tions concerning information » 

* he might have given the FBI, !■ 
“without checking my files.** . , * 
“You’ve caught me pretty 
much by surprise," he said. 

He said he could not check' 
his files before next Tuesday. 

The report involves a meet- .. 
ing with two Swarthmore Col- ; 
lege officials over a demon- 
stration in early 1969 by the, . 

^ Swarthmore Afro Students So-' 
ciety, and the request of the 
officials that police not be ' 
used until requested. 

Tf police were needed, the 
report said state police would } . 
be called in. . * ’*• 

Best Procedure ^ . 

According to the report, the 
Swarthmore College officials, 

Vice President Edward Cmts- l 
ley and Superintendent Wil- j 
,liam Stanton, “agreed this’ * 
would be the best procedure.*' , 
“Their only request at this 
time,** the report added, “was ' 
for the police not to be in- 
volved.’* / ] 

The situation ended without 
police though, the report 
adds, “surveillance of Swarth- 
more College campus was 1 
maintained continually.** ; 
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^ ' Media FBI Agent 
( Is Suspended 

■ For 30 Days 

I f. The Federal Bureau of In- ' 
j vestigation agent in charge of 
I I the Media office that was bur- 
’ glarized on March 8 has been 
suspended without pay for 30 
' days and transferred to At- 

. lanta, Ga. 

The agent. Thomas 
Lewis, a 15-year veteran of ' 
the FBI office in Media and 
Chester, refused to comment 
on the actions. He is selling 
his house in Springfield and 
making plans to move with 
his wife and six children. 

Lewis was a resident agent 
in Media when a group calling 
itself the “Citizens Commis- 
sion to Investigate the FBI’* 
burglarized the office's files 
to show its opposition to FBI 
tnefics. 



